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1 . CLAT'S VII HEMISPHERIC CONGRESS WAS HELD IN SAN JOSE NOVEMBER 
21-26. IT WAS REPORTEDLY MARKED BY OPEN DIVISION AMONG PARTICIPATING 
DELEGATES, MANY OF WHOM EXPRESSED UNHAPPINESS WITH THE POLICIES OF 
THE CLAT LEADERSHIP. A NEUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS REPORTEDLY INDICATED 
THEY WERE ATTENDING THE CONGRESS ONLY TO SEEK INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT 
FOR LOCAL ISSUES SUCH AS GOVERNMENT SUPPRESSION OF THEIR ORGAN- 
IZATIONS. 

2. CONGRESS INAUGURAL 21 NOVEMBER WAS POORLY ATTENDED ACCORDING TO 
LOCAL LABOR LEADERS AND MIN LAB OFFICIALS. APPROXIMATELY 500, FAR 
SHORT OF THE 800 THE ORGANIZERS EXPECTED. SHOWED UP. MINISTER OF 
LABOR ROJAS, THE FEATURED SPEAKER AT INAUGURAL, MERELY WELCOMED THE 
DELEGATES TO SAN JOSE AND WISHED THEM A SUCCESSFUL CONGRESS. ARAB 
WORKERS ORGANIZATION REPRESENTATIVE TAYEB LAHDRIHI OF EGYPT ALSO 
ADDRESSED GATHERING, CALLING UPON WORKERS OF THIRD WORLD TO UNITE 
AGAINST INDUSTRIALIZED NATIONS. OTHER SPEAKERS INCLUDED CLAT SEC- 
RETARY GENERAL MASPERO AND CONGRESS PRESIDENT ALSIMIRO HERRERA. 
PRESIDENT OF CLAT’S LOCAL AFFILIATE, TPV COSTA RICAN WORKERS CON- 
FEDERATION (CTC). 
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3. CONVENTION DELEGATES AGREED THAT UNION SUPPRESSION BY MILITARY 
DICTATORSHIPS WAS PRINCIPAL PROBLEM FACING UNION MOVEMENT IN HEMI- 
SPHERE. THEY SUPPORTED RESOLUTIONS CALLING FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT 
OF DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENTS IN HEMISPHERE, AN END TO MILITARY INVOLVE- 
MENT IN GOVERNMENTS, AND RESPECT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND FREEDOM OF 
EXPRESSION. AT ONE POINT MASPERO TOLD LOCAL JOURNALISTS THAT WHAT 
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WAS NEEDED WAS A STRENGTHENED DEMOCRATICACTION MOVEMENT ALIGNED 
WITH NEITHERLEFTN OR RIGHT WING POLITICAL PARTIES. 

4. FAMILIAR CLAT TARGETS WERE ATTACKED ANEW. AFL-CIO, AIFLD AND 
ORIT WERE DENOUNCED BY THE CONGRESS AS ' IMPERIALISTIC FORCES." 

THE CHILEAN GOVERNMENT WAS REPEATEDLY CONDEMNED PARTICULARLY FOL- 
LOWING GOC'S ORDERING DETENTION OF CHILEAN CLAT CONGRESS DELEGATION 
HEAD CARLOS FREZ. DELEGATES ALSO VOTED TO SUPPORT BELIZEAN INDEP- 
ENDENCE. CLAT ANNOUNCED TERMINATION OF CAMPAIGN SUPPORTING PUERTO 
RICAN INDEPENDENCE, STATING THAT SPECIAL CAMPAIGN IS LONGER NEC- 
ESSARY SINCE CLAT IS NOW "AGAINST ALL FORMS OF COLONIALISM." 

5. ACCORDING TO PRESS CLAT ALSO SIGNED AN "ALLIANCE" WITH THE ARAB 
WORKERS ORGANIZATION TO FIGHT AGAINST THE EXPOLITATION OF THIRD 
WORLD RICHES AND IN FAVOR OF A NEW, MORE JUST, INTERNATIONAL 
ECONOMIC ORDER. HUMAN RIGHTS AND UNION FREEDOMS THAT ARE VIOLATED 
IN MANY COUNTRIES. 

6. CONGRESS REELECTED MASPERO SECRETARY GENERAL. EDUARDO GARCIA, 
JOSE MERCED GONZALEZ AND LUIS ENRIQUE MARIUS WERE CTCM DEPUTY 
SECRETARY GENERALS. 

7. COMMENT: CONGRESS RECEIVED MINIMAL ATTENTION FROM GOCR, NON-CLAT 
UNIONS AND MEDIA. THIS WAS NOT SURPRISING AS LOCAL CLAT AFFILIATE, 

CTC, ONE-FIKQH SIZE OF BOTH DEMOCRATIC AND COMMUNIST CVTFEDERATIONS, 
IS WEAK AND NOT SIGNIFICANT FORCE ON LOCAL LABOR SCENE. COSTA 
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RICANS USUALLY DO NOT PAY MUCH ATTENTION TO ITS ACTIVITIES. CONGRESS 
DID HAVE POSITIVE EFFECT ON N C LEADER HERRRERA, HOWEVER, STRONGLY 
ANTI-COMMUNIST REMARKS BY MASPERO, ACCORDING TO MINISTRY OF LAZXR 
OFFICIAL WHO SPOKE WITH HERRERA AFTER CONGRESS, APPARENTLY SEN- 
SITIZED HERRERA TO COMMUNIST EFFORTS TO SUBVERT CTC AND UTILIZE 
HIM AS THEIR TOOL. 

WEISSMAN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: INTERNATIONAL LABOR ORGANIZATIONS, MEETING REPORTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 07-Dec-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977SANJO05545 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770458-0074 
Format: TEL 
From: SAN JOSE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 9771 283/aaaacsdj. tel 

Line Count: 101 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: f1f2150a-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 STATE 28995 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 12-Jan-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 327915 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: VII CLAT CONVENTION 
TAGS: ELAB, PORG, CS, CLAT 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/f1 f21 50a-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



